
ON THE WILL OF GOD Luke 13:1-9 

Have you ever wondered why, in the parlance ot 

insurance co.paniea and man~ people, sueh natural 

catastrophes as tornados, hurricanes. earthquakes 

and floods are called "acts 01 God"? Beautiful 

.un•• t •. flower•• tb~T r~lling .now, etc are 

termed the works of' ..nv:r~1.hiF=It~Oa:::oP 

~. Apparently. so••where along the line, God was 

conceived ot as a stern j udge and a clivin. punisher 

who sends tragedy and aalmaity as punishment. Traga . 
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dy SOMehow in the popular mind i#' tied to ths will 

of God. 

I relllember a while bat: k that an adult sunday 

school class teacher gaTe the Alaskan Earthquake & 

an example ot how God punishes people. The teacher 

~ 
never has.rd a guess as to what the sin ot the Alas 

kane was. 

Many of' you have read an old but geeat little 

book by Leslie Weatherhead called ~Will ~ God. 

He attacks that kin d of popular theolo~y by relatin l 

a true incident from bis life. He l!Jays: 

When I wae in India I was !!tanding on a vers.n. 
dar of an Indian home darkened by bereavement. M) 
Indian friend had lost hi!! little son •• pn a 

cholora epidemic. At the far end of the veranda 
hie lttle daguhter, the only remaining chIld, 

quito net. We
Slept in a cot covered with mos 
paced uip and down, and i tried in _~__~l~msy wa 



to co.tort and. (Onlo1e hi•• But he .aid. "Well Padre, 
it is the will ot God. ~hat's all there i. to it. 
It 1. tho will of God. 

'ortunately I knewh1a~ll .nou,h to be able to 
reply without bein~ .i.under.tood, and I said .0••

thins like this: "SuPPollng lo•• one crept up on the 
.tepI toni~ht, while you alept, and d.eliberately pu 
a wad ot cotton soaked in ~_tt_~ cholora ser•• oyer 
your little ~irl'l aou.h while Ihe Ilpet. What would 
you think ot that". 

"My God" he .aid "what would I think ot that? , 

lob04,. would do such a da.nable thins . It h. trie4 
and I causht hia i would kill hi. with a. little 
eoapanetion a. I wou14 a .nak•••• Wh.t do you .ean~ 
.u~Re.t1ng lucb a thin~?" 

But John,I .aiel, isn't that .1u.t what you ae

cUle4 God ot .oin~ when you laiel it wal hil wil17 
Call Tour little boy'. death the relult ot "Ia ig
norance, call it .... tolly, call it .... sin, call 

it ba4 elraina •• but don't call it the will ot God. 
Surely ~~anno~dentlty al the will oe God .o.e

thing tor" wh1ch a .an would be locked up 1n jailor 
put in a cr1alnal ••ylu•• 

Row ott.n we wnat to bla.. God when tra«edy 

strike•. Xaybe we n••d to tla••• o~on. tor perlonal 

10•• ~ becau.e tra.ed,.. is beyond c ontrol and we 

dare not bla.. our.elye.. We .ay, in ettect, "Th. 

unl.er.e ia hi•• He could ha.e pre.ented thil, but 

he 41d. not therefore he ia to bI.... It w.t haTe 

been bi. will. 

PerhapI th.t kind ot thinking v•• in the back 0 

the people. aincl. "hen th.y c... to Jeaul and told 

hi. about a group of Gall1.anl vho ve attackeel and. k 

kill.cl al th.,. wer. otr.r1n~ ••critic••• Th.y wonder 
ed. it luch a tragic act could hay. b••n God'l viII. 



, 
Jeaue ••n••d that they were wond.rins it God 

val punl.hln~ th•• tor 10.. lin, J.aul replied 

that it God punished In that ralhion tor lIn noon. 

would ••cape. Now it 18 not al.ay. a.ly to 411

cern by lookln~ at an IY.nt, what 1. the wIll of 

God and whether the I.ent b. ~ood or bad. Wet I.ep· 

ythln~ that happen. can be called tbe wl1l of God. 

It 18 otten impoI.ibis to dater.lne what la the 

wl11 of G04. or the w1ll ot ••n. 

V.atherhead tells ahout a 8004 friend whoae 

wite had ,uat recently d1ad. Hia triend •• 14 .fteJ 

her death "I 1u.~ haTe to accept it, it ••• the 

wIll of God" The aan wa•• doctor. H. had b••n 

ti~htln~ tor his wit.'. lit. tor •••ka. H. had a ••c 

all the lat.st drugs and ...na at hts dispoial. 

Then W.atherh••d .eka WIt he tru,y belleyed her 

death to be the w1ll of God .a. he all the tl.. 

tlSh\lnS a~a1nst the.ill of God. It .he bad recoy· 

_red, would h. not haYe called that the v1ll ot 

The .... que.tion .1Sht b. ated ot the h••11n, 

or Je.us. WAI it God'. viII that the pople whoa 

Jelus healed be lick, or .al it hie will that the, 

be .ell? If lt wal hi. will that they be elet, 

then Je.us .. e w ~klng .t.lnst God'. will. But ve 
~now that the will. of God and Jelus are the ..... 
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Once a aan who had been born blind was brought 

to Jeaus. The disciple. asked who had sinned, the 

.an or his parents •• or both. They belleyed .a so 

aanT do 'hat tr•••d,. ie punish.ent tor sin. But 

Jesus •• 1d. in .tteet. "Hia blindne.s has nothing 

to do with hie aln or his parents .1n. He is blind 

so that God's power aight be s ••n at york in hia" 

Then Jesus he.l.d hi_ 

Jesus 1s 8.71"8 that sinee he ls blind God can 

u •• his he.lins to demonstrate his power. 

Perhaps wa can l.arn ao•• thln« about tbe will ot 

God tro. the crucifixion ot Jesus. Many ha•• taken 

tor granted that the ero•• wa. willed by God. trow 

the Tar,. beAinnin,;. but that 18 not the teaching of 

the "T. Chriat oa.. into the world. with the •••••ge 

of God'. lOTS tor us. Didn't b. pl.ad with people 

to turn fro. eTil an4 accept h~? Isn't he 4oin~ 

In eTerythin& he d1d it 1s appar

ent that it was god's will tbat we trust Christ, 

follow h1a. It was not his w111 that Christ be 

re .1ecte4. Jesus said the 1"1n~do. ot heaven ia at 
G.6,w... 

hand and the lingdoa ot God is 1thlnyou. He .an to 

~sher 1n God's rei«n. Ke 414 not co.e to bebreje::
e4 an4 beaten and to be killed. He ea•• to aTe 14 

tollow hi_ and to ~lTe us salTation. Tetd~e~;~s.d
d 1 troa bi. an 

t listen. w. turne a.a
--'''' 



hi.. Re .ai4 "How otten would I haye sathered you 
to~ether a. a hen ~ather. her chick. under her vibSI 
but you wou14 not" 

That'. the key. W. would not allow our•• lye. to 

b. sath.red under hi. care, and we ca.t hia ott. Tbe 

cro•• wa. really wil1.4 by Man, not by Ood. It .a. 

4e.isne4 and erected by aan. 


Wh.n Je.u. spoke about the cro•••arly in hi• 


• ini.try, be spoke aboat it beeau•• he know that it 

wa. ineYitable, he kn.w that the eros. ou14 b. ther. 

d••pit. his .i11. But God i. G04. An4 we cannot 
, . 

del.at hi•• H. took our no an4 turned it into a 
, . 

re.oundin~ yea thru the ero... JUlt a. the blind 

.an'. b11nd.4•• , and the .any other 111n••• , were 

u••d tor God'. ~Qrpo.el. eo wa. the cro... Becau•• 

we cannot t.r.at God. God took the cro...., willed 

by aan. and na.d 1t to acoomp1iah hSa will, the 

.alyation ot aan. That 1. the ;rony ot the cro••• 

To .an it .tand. al a 11~01 ot rejection and batre, 

but it waa a Yictor1 ror God becau•• thru it be 

poured out hi. loy. tor all ..nkind. 


!hra tbe croll and thru the hea11ns .1ni.try6t 


J.eus we ••e that God can and doe. u•• tra~ediel an. 

Iyen our .1n that are not hi. viII to brins hi••i1i 

to pal. in our 1iYI.. He 1. G04, and hi. power can

not be de.troy.d by .an' ••111 or by the trasie cir 



cU¢ IlS tan ee s ot 1 it". 

Mow, the purpose of Christ, and in him .e see 

the w111 of God, 1* to heal the rift between man 

and God and to bring all c~eation back into his 

protective care. W. can.t drive God tro. his tbron 

Re remains God and his will will finally be done 

on earth. William t ••pl. said: "While we d..lib

erate, h. reigns; when we decide wiee17. he reigns 

when we decide foolishly, he reigns; when we serve 

hi. in bu.bleloyalty, he reigns; when we rebel and 

seek to withhold our service, he ~.igns - the Alpha 

and the Omega. which i. and which was t~/~p~, and 

which ix to come. the Alonighty" 

And Paul said. "H1s 10Te is shown for us in that 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died tor us" 

His will is that we receive his love and feel his 

care tor us. Tha.t is so even in the moment when 

tragdy strikes - tragedy that is not caused by God, 

but which God knows that, thro our acceptance ot 

hos love we can overcome. And God says to us as 

he said to Paul "My grace is all that you need" 

And because Paul believed that was true, he could 

crite. "I a, certain that nothing can separate us 

from his love; neaither death nor lite; neither 

angels not other heavenly rulers or powers; neither 
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the wor14 abo•• nor the vorld below - there 1s 

nothln~ In &11 et•• tion tbat viII eTer b. able to 

••perate U8 Cro. the loY. of God whieh ilouPs thru 

Christ Jesue our Lord." Mo sre.ter stat...nt 

.xpr••••• the wIll of God tor our liT•• than that. 


